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“How Dead?”      Text – Eph 2:1-3   OT Reading – Ezekiel 37:1-14


Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Just in case the holiday season has dimmed your memory a little, last time we looked at Ephesians together we considered the majesty of God’s powerful power.  
And we saw there that the supreme example of God’s powerful power was His raising of Christ from the dead and appointing Him head over everything.  

And it was on this note that Paul finished His prayer for these Ephesian Christians.  
In addition to everything else that He asked God to give them, He also wanted them to be encouraged by the greatness of God’s powerful power.  

Well, now that Paul has finished with his prayer, he moves on, in chapter 2, to a series of contrasts that are, in effect, variations on the same theme.  
Having looked at the cosmic and universal proportions of God’s powerful power, He wants to focus now on the personal and local proportions of God’s powerful power.  
And so, Paul is going to contrast man before God works this powerful power in him and man after God works His powerful power in Him.  
The first contrast is seen in vv1-10.  
In the first three verses, he discusses what they were, before going on in v4 to describe what they are now.  Here, the contrast is between being “dead,” in v1, and being made alive in v5.  
And in vv11-22, you see he again begins by describing what the Gentiles were formerly; uncircumcised, separate, excluded, and what they are now in v13ff; those brought near, “one new man,” and “fellow-citizens.”  

Well, in terms of the first of these contrasts, it almost goes with out saying that verses 4-10 of Ephesians 2 are perhaps one of the best known and most loved passages of Ephesians if not the whole Bible.  
There we see the magnificent description of God’s love for us.  
There we are reminded that our salvation is a result of His mercy.  
There we see that catch cry of the reformation; “By grace you have been saved.”  

But we will have to leave a consideration of that section to subsequent Lord’s Days.  Because before we can get there we need to consider the words that the Apostle, inspired by the Holy Spirit, set down for the people of God in verses 1-3.  

And here, Paul Describes the spiritual condition of all unbelievers.  And in this description, we find that all unbelievers are 
dead IN sin, 		enslaved to sin, 	and 	condemned by sin.  

In the first place then, as Paul Describes the spiritual condition of all unbelievers, he explains that they are dead in sin.  
	In verse 1 we read, “As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins.”  
	Now the “you” of this verse refers to the Gentile Christians of Ephesus that Paul is writing to.   
	In 1:2, he said “Grace and peace to you.”  
	At other times in 1:3-23, he has spoken of “us” and “our” and “we,” including himself with these Gentile Christians, but for now, he is speaking to them again; “As for you.”  




	And what he tells them is that at one time they were dead!  
	Now, this obviously implies that they are no longer dead; at some point they have been brought from death to life.  And he will explain how that took place in vv4-10.  But for now he wants to remind them that they were “dead.”  
	And so, the question we must ask is in what sense were they dead?  
	Well, this being dead is clearly explained by the link he makes to “transgressions and sins.”  
	The word “Transgressions” literally refers to ‘moving away from the right path.’  
	Boys and girls, if your parents say to you, “I want you to tidy up that pile of clothes on the floor in your room and then set the table for dinner” and you head to your room and start reading the book that lies open on your bed, you have committed a transgression; you have moved away from the right path.  
	The word “sins” refers to ‘missing the mark.’  
	Again, if your parents tell you tidy up the pile of clothes on the floor in your room by folding them up and putting them neatly in the drawers and you grab them up into one pile and stuff them into the corner of the wardrobe, that is a sin; you have failed to meet the mark or achieve the standard that your parents required.  
	And these are two ways that we break God’s commandments:  We veer off the path He has set or we miss the mark that He has set.

So, with these two words; “transgressions and sins,” Paul means to describe every possible way that wrong can be done.  

	Being dead then has reference to one’s spiritual condition.  
	It means that there is a constant moving away from the right path.
	It means that there is a constant missing of the mark that God sets.

It means that no matter how ‘right’ the behaviour appears on the outside it is corrupted by hatred of God on the inside.  

	Now, you might be thinking that that seems a little harsh.  
	After all, don’t unbelievers still help little old ladies across the road?  Don’t they still clear the mailbox and feed the cat when their neighbours go on holiday?

And by the grace of God, this is true.  Unbelievers are not as wicked as they could be all of the time.  God does restrain the full effects of sin.
	However, because their lives are not lived in submission to God, it means, as God Himself explains in Genesis 6, “That every inclination of the thoughts of his heart [is] only evil all the time.”  

They are dead in sin.  
	Nothing that they do is done with the idea of pleasing God in mind.


	And this means that:
	They cannot reach out to God.  

They cannot hear His voice.  
	They are blind to Him.  They do not search for Him.

They have no desire to serve Him.  They are spiritually dead.
And to show how desperate this condition really is Paul does not end by describing them as dead IN sin, he goes on, in the second place, to show that this means they were enslaved to sin.

Boys and girls, to be enslaved to sin means that you can’t help but sin.  Every moment of every day you sin.  You are a slave to sin.  

Well, Paul explains further what it means to be enslaved to sin by saying, “In which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit now at work in those who are disobedient.  All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts.”  

Now, we ought to note, immediately, that for the believer this is a past condition; it is how they “used to live.”  

But Paul also says, in v3, “Like the rest…”  
And with those words he describes those who remain living like this.  
That means that all those who do not live in relationship with God, by virtue of faith in Jesus Christ, continue to live like those Paul here describes.  
Those who live in unbelief are enslaved to sin.  

Well, what does this look like?  
To begin with, those dead in sin; those enslaved to sin, follow “the ways of this world.”  
Congregation, the Greek word that translates as “world” is the word “Kosmos.”  
It is found approximately 180 times in the NT and almost every time it has a negative connotation to it.  
For example, in 1 John 4, the apostle speaks about false prophets and he says, “They are from the world and therefore speak from the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to them.”  
Or in James 1:27 where it says, “Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.”  
The ways of the world then stand in clear contrast to the way of the Lord.  

And every society and culture has its own ‘way of the world’ that stands in contrast to the way of the Lord.  
Here in New Zealand, we live in what is described as part of the western world.  
Our ‘world’ teaches us humanism; man is basically good.  
Give him a decent education and he will be fine.  
Give him some money and he will succeed.  
Just love your child enough and they will turn out just fine.  
Trust someone and they will reward your trust. 
Man is evolving into a higher and better state of being.
Our ‘world’ teaches us materialism.  Happiness is found in stuff.  
Good sleep has only to do with a mattress with a wool underlay and magnets.  
Family happiness comes from a mysky HD box that lets you record 2 other channels and watch a third.  
True joy is found in a paddle shift gear changer rather than the old floor shifter.  
Our ‘world’ teaches us promiscuity.  
You want homosexuality?  Go for it.  
You want a bit on the side?  Can’t fault that, a man has his needs.  
You want to ‘try before you buy?’  Make’s sense, can’t be too careful these days.  
And if you’re unsure about any of this, just watch TV and movies for more flesh and debauchery than was ever thought possible.  In fact, just watch the 6 o’clock news and ‘documentaries.’  Or, better still, just come along to any state school sex-education class and we will gladly ram it all down your throat.  

And Brothers and Sisters, if you think I’m over doing all this, just stand on a street corner and talk biblically about total depravity, work and stewardship, and child-raising.  
Talk about the problems that come with possessions and the evils of easy credit and the effects of greed and the cost of gambling.  
Talk about the sins of fornication and adultery and homosexuality and the blessing of monogamous ‘till-death-do-us-part’ marriage.  
Talk about the way of the Lord and see how long it is before you are ridiculed as a village idiot!  
The general populace of our society follows the ways of the world.

But not only are those who are enslaved to sin followers of the ways of this world, they are also under “the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit now at work in those who are disobedient.”  
You know, one of the worst things that Hollywood ever did for the cause of Christianity was to portray the devil as a red man with a cape, 2 horns, a goatee, and a pitchfork.  Because that makes him easy to look out for.  
The Bible, however, tells us that he comes like the serpent that came to Eve; in whatever form that most suits his purposes.  
The Bible tells us that he masquerades as an angel of light, mixing enough good with his evil so that the poison is swallowed with gladness.  
The Bible calls him the deceiver, the father of lies, and the crafty one.  
He is a general who has an army of many demons and one who is determined to keep those who do not believe in their unbelief, and to drag believers back down into unbelief.
And the fruit of his work is seen in unbelievers – the ones described here as “those who are disobedient.”  
He uses them to raise up ungodly legislation.
He uses them to persecute Christians.
He uses them to in the world of art, business, entertainment, and even religion to promote sin and ungodliness.



And just in case, these Gentile Christians are starting to get uncomfortable with Paul’s description of the way they used to live, he says, “All of us also…”  
In effect, he says, “Me too!  We Jews are no different.  We also lived as unbelievers.”  
And who can forget Paul’s description of himself in 1 Tim 1 as the ‘worst of sinners.’  
There, he went on to describe his former life as that of a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man.  
Paul, the Jewish Christians and these Gentile Christians all once lived as those who seek only to gratify sinful desires.  

And because they were dead IN sin, because they were enslaved to sin, they were also condemned by sin, our third and final point.

	You know, Brothers and Sisters, vv1-10 of Ephesians 2 has been called by some commentators, the shorter epistle to the Romans.  
	The key doctrines of the 16 chapters of Romans are captured quite beautifully in these 10 short verses.  
	And one of those key doctrines is stated here in v3.  Paul says, “Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath.”  
	Now, if you were to get out a whole bunch of commentaries on the book of Ephesians, you will find that many lightly skip over this verse or leave it alone completely.  
	Quite simply, they do not like what it says.  


	In terms of the Book of Romans, what Paul is revealing here in v3 is what he deals with there in chapters 3, 5, and 9.  
	You will remember these verses from Romans, “There is no-one righteous, not even one.”  

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  
“Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned…”  
“What if God, choosing to show His wrath and make His power known, bore with great patience, the objects of wrath, prepared for destruction?”  

	With the teaching of these verses, together with this one in Ephesians, Paul reminds these Christians that according to their nature, they deserved only God’s wrath and anger.  
	By their nature, in terms of who they were in and of themselves, they were all dead in sin, enslaved to sin, and condemned by sin.  

By virtue of their human link with Adam and His sin, before they had even sinned themselves, they were sinners who were worthy of only one thing; eternal destruction.  They deserved the fires of Hell.  







	Well, up till now, I have deliberately focused on Paul’s description of what these Ephesian Christians used to be.  But this is the living Word of God.  What Paul said to them he also says to you today.  
	And this means, Brothers and Sisters, that you too were once DEAD IN SIN, ENSLAVED TO SIN, and CONDEMNED BY SIN.  
	You too were once a God-hater.  
	You followed the ways of the world and the ruler of the air and the cravings of your own sinful nature.  

And by this nature, you too were an object of wrath.  

	Now, you might be thinking, hold on, I was baptized as an infant.  I’ve always gone to church.  
	At some point though, the Spirit of the Lord caused you to be born again.  You were dead in sin, but He made you alive in Christ.  
	Now, it may have been in your mother’s womb.  If so, Praise the Lord.  

But for every believer, there was a definite moment when your life in Christ began, even if you cannot name the time or day.

	And you need to know exactly what it is that you have been rescued from.  
	You need to know this because you can only understand the magnitude of God’s grace if you understand the reality of the misery that you have been saved from.  
	You no longer are dead to sin.  You no longer are enslaved to sin.  You no longer are condemned by sin.  Hallelujah!  Praise the Lord!


	For some of you though, that moment has not yet come.  
	All may look well on the outside, but you know that your king is the devil.  
	The way you follow is the world’s or the devil’s.  

The desires that lead you are your own; sinful, impure, and self-gratifying.  
I urge you, therefore, to repent of your sins, believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and you shall be saved.

	Finally though, I must also speak to those of you who hear Paul Describe the spiritual condition of all unbelievers, and wonder, is this me?  
	Am I deceiving myself and living yet in unbelief?  
	I know I am a sinner. 

I know I struggle even with these things listed here.  
Have I really been made alive with Christ?  
Am I really one of God’s children?  

	Well, is your faith in Christ?  
	Do you recognize that your salvation is found in His obedience not yours?  

Are you concerned that you grieve the Lord with your sin?  
Do you eagerly desire to be righteous and to do the good that God commands in His Word?  
Then be of good cheer, dear Christian!  You are a child of God!  He has brought you from death to life!  Jesus Christ is your Saviour.  Amen.  

